WESTINGHOUSE FRICTION DRAFT-GEAR.

The coupler abuts against the follower-plate A. This follower-plate when driven back forces back the wedge B and the
wedge plates CC which are opposed by the springs, causing the wedge plates CC to be thrust sidewise. In the meantime
the follower-plate A has engaged the friction-plates DD, carrying them back. The greater the backward movement of the
coupler, the greater the side thrust on the friction-plates and the greater the frictional resistance.

Similar action takes place in pulling.